Mr. Vigil

Lennox Academy High School

World History Syllabus

I. COURSE DESCRIPTION
World History, Culture, and Geography: The Modern World

Students in grade ten study major turning points that shaped the modern world, from the late eighteenth century through the present, including the cause and course of the two world wars. They trace the rise of democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical roots of current world issues, especially as they pertain to international relations. They extrapolate from the American experience that democratic ideals are often achieved at a high price, remain vulnerable, and are not practiced everywhere in the world. Students develop an understanding of current world issues and relate them to their historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts. Students consider multiple accounts of events in order to understand international relations from a variety of perspectives. 
What does this mean to you? Please summarize the above paragraph in your own words in the space below:

The class will cover Modern World History while continuously coming back to one theme: Democracy does not come easy nor does it come without a price.  This leads to a few things. 
 One: What is Democracy? 

Two:  We will examine Modern World History under a democratic eye; you do not have to agree with democratic principles but that is how the class is modeled.  In this class you will be asked to always remember that every story has different angles and even though you may agree or disagree with something, you must understand every part of every story to truly understand anything at all.   
Three: We will examine the history of man and why rules seem to exist in our world and why when people are unhappy, people tend to always fight.

Four: We will examine history from a very Western perspective.  When I say Western what do I mean?  On the space below please write your best guess as to what that means:

What it really means:

Five: We will follow the California Content Standards for World History.  Because of this we will keep to the Western Perspective despite that being only a small portion of World History.  However, the class will take into account other perspectives that will open your eyes to different realities and truths.  Remember: You must understand every part of everything to truly understand anything at all.
Six:  Just because the textbook says something that does not make it true.  Even if I tell you something, does not make it true. Sure there are always facts, but you will see that history has a way of only telling certain things, even in today’s modern world.  One of our goals this year will be for you to truly think deeper then you ever have thought before.  That requires you to THINK.  Ask questions, dare to challenge what you think is true and you will enjoy this class at a much deeper level. 

REQUIRED MATERIALS:  Bring the following to class every day.
1. YOU!

2. Textbook: 

3. Paper: College rule-lined (8.5 x 11)

4. Pens: Black or Blue ink pens.  ( I’m not Staples =)  ) You will write in Pen unless otherwise instructed.
5. One GREEN pen for corrections

6. Flash Cards (100+)
7. Flash Card Dividers

8. Flash Card Holder

9. One Folder(This folder is ONLY for this class)
10. Crayons, Color-Pencils, Scissors, glue (I will provide what I can but if you have something please bring it)

CLASS RULES:

1. Do not speak when the Teacher is speaking

2. Do not speak when classmate is speaking
3. Respect self and others

4. Care about self and others

5. Work hard

6. Keep hands to Self

7. Keep self, work, and class looking and smelling good

Consequences of violations will be handled accordingly. There is a NO-Tolerance Policy.  Follow the rules, be respectful, work hard, and there should be no problems.
WHEN YOU ENTER THE CLASS:
1. Please make sure to be in your seats and ready to work when the bell rings. Failure to do so will result in C. Card signature.  Remember, be in your seats when the bell rings; I’m serious.
2. Once the Bell rings, a member of the class will “call the class to order”

a. This person will change every week

b. The person will simply stand up and say “class to order” and the rest of the class including myself is expected to stand up and stay silent

c. Once the entire class is silent we will call for mutual respect and then I expected silence once you sit back down

3. When you are in your seats your backpacks should be on the floor; again I’m serious about this or you will get your card signed. Not a big deal. Sit and bag should be on the floor.

ASSIGNMENTS:

4. You the student are expected to complete all homework assignments and be prepared to turn in at the beginning of the period the following day.

5. Work that is incomplete, not on time, copied from another student, will receive a failed grade of zero and could result in further discipline.
6. Most HW assignments and Tests will be on a “It’s done right OR you’ll do it again” basis.  What does this mean?  It means that if the work is incomplete (EVEN JUST ONE PROBLEM or QUESTION) or if the assignment is messy or the paper is bent or if the work is simply not professional I will return it to you and you will receive a ZERO for the assignment…however it is a “do it OR you’ll do it again” basis so that means you can do the work over as many times as you want until you get it right and most of the time you will receive full credit.

a. This doesn’t mean you don’t turn in anything in when I ask, not because it hurts my feelings but because experience tells me if you don’t turn it in when you are supposed to it probably won’t get done

b. It does mean I expect professional work from everyone in this class. 

ABSENCES: 

1. Immediately upon return, it is YOUR responsibility to make arrangements with me to make up your missed work in a timely fashion. 

a. There is no magical barrier between Tuesday and Wednesday!

b. Email me, Facebook, or text me to see about any work you might have missed.

c. There is a bin in the back to grab any worksheet and/or assignment that you missed while you were absent
d. There is also a bin in the back to grab work that I passed back to the class but you did not collect because you were absent

WHEN I AM ABSENT:

1. How you behave when I’m absent is the best way to tell if I am doing my job in terms of behavior; I expect you to be on the best behavior. 

a. Just because you act a certain way with me does NOT mean you can act that way with a sub

b. The room better be clean when I’m absent. Just because there is  a sub that doesn’t mean you can now leave the room messy

c. Once again; BEHAVE or there will be serious consequences

CHEATING:
2. Cheating:  Don’t do it…not because of the consequences but because it not only is not the right thing to do… it’s not worth it.

TEXTING:
3. Texting: Don’t do it… I’ll probably catch you and tell you to put it away. Most of you will still text and sometimes I’ll catch you and sometimes you’ll think I haven’t caught you but I know you are doing it. Be careful.

CLASS MODES:

4. There are three different class modes for the class

a. The first is Regular Mode which you are sitting in now. Regular mode is…well just that: regular and the typical seating arrangement

b. The second is Group Mode which is designed for students to very quickly shift from individual Regular Mode to a setting where you will work in groups

c. The last is Test Mode. Test mode is like Regular mode except you will be facing the opposite direction.

WHEN THE BELL RINGS TO END THE CLASS:

5. The Bell does NOT dismiss you; the teacher does here is what you do when the bell rings

a. First thing is to check the floor for any trash, pens, papers, pieces of anything… if the floor is not spotless the class will not be dismissed.

b. I will not remind you to look at the floor that is up to you. There will be days when you’ll ask why we haven’t been dismissed… I’ll remind you to check the floors

c. One the floor is clean. Sit quietly and I’ll dismiss you

FINALLY…RESPECT:

6. I function on a mutual level of respect. I will always respect you and I expect respect in return.  You will not always get along with every teacher but that does not mean you do not respect them

GOALS:

1.
2.
3.

MY CONTACT INFO:

Email: tracer1150@aol.com 

         *If and when you send an email tell me who you are and write in a professional manner… please!!

Phone: (310)936-9597

          *If and when you send a text PLEASE tell me who you are and be RESPECTFUL. I’ve never had an issue with this, so please don’t make it one this year
Facebook: Please search for Lennox Academy Class of 2012 and ask to be part of the group
Screename: tracer1150


*Note that I’m “online” quite often but not always on the computer so if you send me a message it might take a while to respond 

Throughout the course of the year there will be many forms of assessing whether or not you have mastered the content of the course.  Every unit (content standard) will have a test and there will be periodic quizzes as well.  Certain subjects will require projects, essays, and/or creative tasks.  Remember to work hard, but be flexible.
GRADES: 
These are standard for Lennox Academy… Nothing different here.
Test:


30%

Class/Homework:
20%

Projects/Pres/Lab:
30%

Quizzes:

20%
Please cut along line and return before this date: ____________________________
I have read and I agree to fulfill all that is required of me.
_________________________          _______
     _____________________

Student Signature (Print name)
   Date

    Student Signature (Sign name)

_________________________          _______
     _____________________

Parent’s Signature (Print name)
   Date

    Parent’s Signature (Sign name)

Contact Number (Daytime): __________________________
